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CLAIMS : 

^» A method ox transmitting packets of data in a cotnrm^nication 
network comprising at least first zo third stations, the method 
comprising the steps of 

providing data packets to only tha first station and sending 
a first n-uciber of the data packets from the first station to a 
second station; 

■ 

third station when the second station has at least one predefined 
parameter with, respect to said first and third station; 

identifying via said second station which of the first 
number of packets are correctly received by the second station 
from the first station; and 

responsive to a signal from said second station sending a 
second number of data packets from the third station to said 
second station commencing with a packet identified in. said signal 
as being required after the last correctly received packet 
received from the first station. 

50. A method as claimed in claim l, wiiereia said network 
comprises a. common node connected to said first ^httL third 
stations, said common node being arranged to transmit: data 
packets to said first and third stations. 

5l. A method as claimed in any preceding claim including the 
step of acknowledging by the second station correct receipt of 
that data packet by the second 3tatio^- » 

A method as claimed in any preceding claim, further 
comprising the steps of = 

subsacjuent to said step of sending a second number of d^.ta 
packets providing data packets to only the third, station - 

53 f A method as claimed in claim & further comprising the steps 

Ofi 

providing data packers to only the third station in response 
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to s-aid second station no longer having said at least one 
predefined parameter with respect to said first and third 
Station. 

§A* A method as claimed in any preceding claim further 
comprising the steps of: 

indicating to a corsmon node that the second station is 
reachable via both cf said first axxd third stations; 

data storage means in the first .and third stations; 

transmitting the said same data packets £ro*n at least one of 
data storage means in the firat and third stations ro said second 
station; 

identifying a received packet at the third station and 
acknowledging receipt of that: packet; axid 

removing said acknowledged packet from the data storage 
means in said third station . 

0< & method as claimed in claim l r vherein said predefined 
parameter is defined by the geographic position of the second 
station with respect to the first and third stations . 

$1* a tciethod as claimed in claim l f wherein said at least one 
predefined parameter is defined hy ah. least one parameter of 
signals received from at least one of said first and third 
Stations satisfying a predetermined criteria, 

A method as claimed in claim 8, wherein said signal 
parameter is the power level of a signal received at the second 
station from at least one of said first and third stations. 

A method as claimed ixi claim 8, therein said signal 
parameter is* the ratio of power level of signals received at the 
second station from the first and third stations. 

A method as claitned* in claim e, wherein said signal 
parameter is the quality of the signal received at che second 
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station fro*, at least one of said first and third srations. 

tt0 * x method as claimed in claim 3 X wherein said signal 
parameter is tha quantity of traffic associated with at least one 
of said first an.& third stations - 

fel* A method as claimed in claim l, wherein said predefined 
parameter is the quality of signal© associated vich at least one 
-o £ ' sa ±dr-ffi^str-3ad^M^ — 

A method ajs claimed in claim 1/ wherein said parameter is 
averaged over ti?a& before it is determined if said criteria is 
satisfied. 

\$%. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said predefined 
parameter defines a handoff zone in which said first station 
liands off to said third station in that second station stops 
receiving data packets from said fixst station and starts 
receiving- data packets from said third station. 

(/+ A method as claimed ixL claim wherein said handoff zone 

is surrounded on either side by a zone in -which the second 
station receives data packets from a respective one o£ said first 
and third stations and said first and third stations are provided 
with the same data packets* 

A method as claimed in any preceding claim, where±n when 
handoff takes place, said second station transmirs a signal to 
the third station to advise the third station of the which 
packet or packets vera received from the first station and said 
thxrd station, transmits the data* packet identified a9 being 
retired after the last packet to said second station. 



w> A method as claimed in any preceding claim, whs^-sin if aaid 
second station does not correctly receive a data packet, said 
second station requests retramstaieeicaa of said data packet- 
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$H< A method as claimed in claim 2 or 6 or any claim appended 
thereto, wherein the common node associates & unique number for 
each packet and the sarafc data packets , each of which is 
associated with the unique number are transmitted from said 
common node to both o£ the first and third stations. 

A method as claimed in claim 2 or 6 or any claim appended 
> ^haretoi — wherein—- feiie— «ecanioa— i as3de-eosfe-rols- fc&s-^emewaSs— s aid— 
identified data packet from the or each data storage means . 

(jH A method as claimed in claim 2 or 6 or any claim appended 
thereto, wherein 3aid first station is in communication with, a 
first node and the third station is in communication with a 
second node, said first and second nodes being in ccmmunication 
•with said common node - 

~]0< A -method as claimed in claim 21, wherein the acknowledgement 
is forwarded to the common node by one of said first atxd second 
nodes and the common node advises the other of the first and 
second nodes that an acknowledgment has been received, 

A method as claimed in claim 2 ox- 6, wherein the first 
station is connected to a first node and the third station is 
connected to a second node and one of* the first and second nodes 
is arranged to be the common node and said acknowledgements are 
forwarded to the common node. 



A method as claimed in any of claims 21 to 23 wherein the 
first and second nodes and/or the first and third stations are 
connected together - 

73. A method as claimed in claim. 2 or 6, wherein the first and 
third stations are connected, to tne common node ^rie a network. 



~7^, A method as claimed in claim 2 or $ or any claim vaen 
appended thereto, wherein data storage rnsans is provided in said 
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coTrKnorL node. 

% A method as claimed in any one of the preceding claims, 
wherein said conttaaication network has a plurality of cells or 
areas tt d said second station is able to register with one or 
more cells or areas of said network at the same time. 

A method as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein packers 
— o^datarn^e— forwarded-^ 

SCa tions before a connection is made with, said second station. 

Xl< A system of transmitting packets of data in a concnunication 
network comprising:- first, second and third stations, wherein 
said first station only is provided initially with data packets 
snd is arranged to send a first number of the data packets to the 
second station, subsequently data packets axe provided to both, 
said first and third station when the second station has at least 
one predefined parameter with respect to said first and third 
station and wherein the second station is arranged to identify 
which of the first number of packets it receives from the first 
station, and the third station is arranged to send a second 
number of data packets to the second station in response to a 
signal from said second station commencing with the data packet 
identified in said signal as being retired after the; last 
correctly received packet from the first station. 

If. A system as claimed in claim 29, wherein said first and 
third stations cosnprise storage means for storing data packets 
prior to transmission to said second station. 

*7^. A svstern as claimed in claim 30, wherein said storage means 
comprises a buffer. 

%q . A system as claimed in claim 29, 3 0 or 31 wberein the second 
station is arranged to determine the last packet correctly 
received by the second station from the first station and the 
third station is arranged to transmit the pacjcefc. subsequent to 
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the last correctly received packet to the second scation. 

$1* A system as claimed ±a any of claims 23 to 32, wherein the 
first and third stations are both pro^ridad with at least soma of 
the same data packet? for transmission to said second station. 



